
 

 

 

 

 

August 31, 2019 

 

To all patrons, partners and supporters, 

 

We Share Hope is committed to safely receiving, storing, and distributing food to our 
Empowerment Center as well as our numerous charity partners. We would like to 
address the press release made last week by the Rhode Island Health Department.  

On Thursday, August 29th of 2019, the Rhode Island Health Department issued a 
warning, advising the public to avoid consuming our non-commercially sealed products 
because of a listeria outbreak in our warehouse. We Share Hope was notified of this 
issue 30 minutes before it was published online, not giving us enough time to produce 
the evidence that our warehouse is free from food-borne illness bacteria.  

In 2015, before We Share Hope was a tenant of the building in which our warehouse is 
currently located, listeria bacteria was found. The building was then cleaned of all 
bacteria that could cause food-borne illnesses. The building was retested in 2016 and 
tested negatively for listeria. The 2016 report can be found on our website. All of this 
occurred before we moved into the building.  

On the 30th of August 2019, We Share Hope welcomed the Rhode Island Health 
Department into our facility. The We Share Hope warehouse will be tested next week for 
the presence of food-borne illness bacteria, though we are confident that all tests will 
come up negative as no food is processed or handled out of the manufactures packaging 
at our warehouse. We are cooperating with the Rhode Island Health Department, 
allowing them access to our facility to ensure all our food is safe. As soon as we receive a 
report from the Rhode Island Health Department concerning next week’s tests, we will 
release them to the public.  

The We Share Hope team works tirelessly and cautiously to ensure that no individual or 
family in Rhode Island must struggle for their next healthy meal. We plan to continue in 
our fight against food insecurity. Thank you to all for your ongoing support of We Share 
Hope. 

 

Cristina C. McKibbin 

Chief Operating Officer 

We Share Hope 


